1. St. Peter’s Church Haveringland
Off Haveringland Road, NR10 4PW

Standing beside a former airfield perimeter
track. It has one of oldest round towers in
ke Norfolk. The church is mostly Victorian, with a
&) wealth of stained glass windows. The rows of
dark oak pews with carved ends, pulpit and
reading desk add to the Victorian atmosphere.
| There is a barrel roof over the chancel and
A richly decorated reredos. The octagonal font
is 13th century There is @ memorial plaque inside the church to mark
its dedication as the RAF 100 Group memorial church.
There is an “Avenue of Remembrance” approaching the church.
Some trees are dedicated to squadrons which served here. Adjacent
to the church stands a granite “Airfields of Great Britain Conservation
Trust” memorial. There are two Commonwealth War Graves in the
churchyard.

Houses in the village are scattered. There are no shops or pubs here.
Haveringland Stocks are probably the last remaining set in Norfolk.

Distance to Bylaugh is about 10 miles.

10. St. Peter and St. Paul, Oulton
Church Lane, NR11 6NT

With views across the former airfield, Oulton Church is simple but
attractive. It has been repaired and altered
across the ages. Unusually, the tower is not
placed centrally. With plain glass windows,
the church is filled with light. Only the arches
of the transept chapels remain. There is a
small wall painting of a fish. Wooden chairs
replace pews, creating a large community
space.

The churchyard, contains several interesting tombstones and two
Commonwealth War Graves. Legend has it that some of Cromwell’s
men were buried in this churchyard.

The village is dispersed and has no facilities. RAF Oulton Memorial is
about a mile from the church. Grade 1 listed Oulton Chapel is
sometimes open.

Distance to Haveringland is about 6.5 miles

9. Holy Innocents, Foulsham
High Street, NR20 5RX

The door to this church is at the base of its imposing
tower. It is mostly mediaeval, however the church
and nearby houses were rebuilt in the 1770s
following a gunpowder explosion and consequent
fire. The nave ceiling is unusual and hides the rebuilt
g roof. Some of the 15" century glass in the windows
il survived.

There are several displays about RAF Foulsham
here, including a roll of honour.
In the churchyard there are two World War Two Commonwealth War
Graves and a tree of remembrance dedicated to personnel of RAF
Foulsham.

In the centre of Foulsham are the war memorial and village sign. Both
honour those who fell during the two world wars.

Distance to Oulton is about 10.5 miles

2. St Mary’s Church, Bylaugh
Lime Kiln Road, NR20 4QE

&4 The tall round tower, which is probably
g Saxon, was later topped with a hexagonal
‘ { belfry. Inside, the church is exceptional
. with its complete layout and furnishings
from late Georgian times, including ornate
box pews, fireplaces and even a
harmonium. The triple decker pulpit is very
special, with stairs on one side leading up
to the pulpit and on the other leading down
into a mini vestry, a curtain shields the vicar from public view. There is a
medieval brass In the nave.

The churchyard is large, with seats overlooking the River Wensum.
There are no commonwealth war graves.

Apart from the Hall itself, Bylaugh has very few houses.

Distance to Swanton Morley is about 2 miles

wviainctu

inton
Et. Mary's Church,
am
Docking North Creake
St. Mary & All Saints
, Church, Sculthorpe

tisham

St. Andrew's Church
: Little Snoring
ingham G

Fakenham

est Newton

St. Mary's Church,
Great Massingham

Gayton

3. All Saint’s Church, Swanton Morley
Town Street, NR20 4PB

This is an imposing mediaeval church atop a
hill. With original brick floors, the aisles
embrace the tower, which is supported by
unusually large arches and pillars. At the
base of one of the pillars is the font. Don’t
miss the stained glass east window
commemorating Swanton Morley Airfield.

In the churchyard is a war memorial
honouring lives lost during both world wars
and an area dedlcated to commonwealth war graves. Most of these
graves are for personnel from the Royal Air Forces of Australia,
Canada, Great Britain and New Zealand.

Swanton Morley, home to the ancestors of Abraham Lincoln, has two
public houses.

Distance to East Raynham is about 13 miles
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8. St. Andrew, Little Snoring
The Street, NR21 OHZ

Durlng WW?2 this church was the airfield chapel and was within the
T perimeter fence. It is renowned for its

detached Saxon round tower, topped

by a conical cap with tiny gables and a

spike.

Inside the church is quite plain. A

- * narrow chancel arch separates the 1

. century nave and 13" century chancel.

The windows, all plain glass, range in style, from Norman to Tudor.

The font is Norman.

A wall plague commemorates its use by the RAF. On display are

several RAF mementoes, including the “score boards” from the

Officers' Mess.

1th

In the village, which is about a mile from the church, there is a shop
and also the Olive Tree Bistro.

Distance to Foulsham is about 8 miles

7. St Mary, North Creake
Church Street, NR21 9JJ

An impressive, unusually large 14th

' century village church. Interesting

- features include the 15th century

- double hammer-beam roof with
wingless angels and remains of a

ﬁ‘, doom painting. Otherwise the interior
w is a mostly testament to a 19" century
makeover. The Norman-style font has
gothic cover which opens, revealing
beautiful painted panels. Walk through the fine rood screen, to see
an outstanding chancel. Here the wood, gilt and coloured glass on
the altar, reredos, angel roof and east window depict a Victorian
vision of heaven. Also of note is the 14th century Easter sepulchre.

In the village is the Jolly Farmers Inn. Nearby are the remains of
Creake Abbey, which also serves food.

Distance to Little Snoring is about 10 miles

4. St. Mary, East Raynham
Raynham Park, NR21 7ES

Located on the Raynham estate, this church
was re-dedicated in 1868. The tower is
buttressed, battlemented and pinnacled. The
pews are carved with “T” monograms. In the
chancel is the impressive Easter Sepulchre,
the tomb of Lady Townshend, is in the
chancel. There is a piscina with Norman
§ shaft and a 15" century font.

481 The Commonwealth War Graves are

grouped together in the the churchyard. The

war memorial includes a roll of honour from World War Two..

Raynham Hall, visible from the church, is the seat of the Townshend
family. “The Raynhams” consists of the villages of South, East and
West Raynham.

Distance to Great Massingham is about 7 miles

5. St. Mary, Great Massingham
Station Road, PE32 2HX

The great tower of St Mary’s, with its battlements
and pinnacles, dominates the village green. Inside
-~ the church is light and spacious as there is no

, stained glass. The arches are tall and the tower
2 open. The font is 14th century. Rows of finely
carved Victorian pews draw the eye to the
chancel, with its modern altar, golden frontal and
stunning reredos. The floor throughout is tiled,
being richly patterned in the chancel.
The war memorial lists the names of those lost
during both world wars. A table inside the church
is @ memorial to Dudley Harvey, killed in action in 1944.

The village has a huge green interspersed with ponds. It has a shop
and Post Office. The Dabbling Duck Pub has bedrooms named after
RAF personnel who served at the airfield.

Distance to Sculthorpe is about 13 miles

6. St. Mary and All Saints, Sculthorpe
Creake Road, NR21 9NJ

Entrance to the church is through the
porch in the south tower. There is a
wealth of stained glass and a magnificent
chancel window. Next to the brass eagle
. 4 lectern, are steps to the sanctuary. In

B contrast the altar is quite plain, the
reredos is two carved stone wall plaques.
There are plain box pews in the nave.

& : The early Norman font is decorated with
geometric shapes There are a number of floor brasses, some dating
from 1521. The Snetzler organ was built in 1755. The war memorial
plaques are in the porch.

Both pubs in the village serve food. The Sculthorpe Aviator, in the
heart of the village, has an RAF theme. Near the river is Sculthorpe
Mill. The RAF Sculthorpe Museum is now at Wicken Green.

Distance to North Creake is about 1.5 miles


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Round-tower_church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norfolk

Bylaugh Hall

The hall was requisitioned in 1940, first as a base for the 18th Division,
then as accommodation for aircrew from nearby RAF Swanton Morley.
In 1943, Bylaugh Hall became the Headquarters for 2 Group RAF
Bomber Command. Then from 1944 it was the Headquarters for the
RAF 100 (Bomber Support) Group, where clandestine activities such
missions as radar jamming were planned.

The Hall, described in 1983 by English Heritage as “a ruinous pile”, has
been restored and is currently used as a conference centre. Several
military buildings, including air raid shelters, some well-preserved,
remain scattered across the estate.

RAF West Raynham

Opened in May 1939, this served as an airfield for RAF Bomber
Command, hosting squadrons equipped with night fighters. The grass
landing area was aligned roughly north-east to south-west, and the main
camp, housing, and headquarters were located west of the landing area.
The station witnessed the loss of 86 aircraft during the war.

The station closed in 1994, but remained a strategic reserve under the
Ministry of Defence. Today, it operates as a business park, which
includes a Film Studio and a solar farm.

RAF Great Massingham

The airfield was constructed in 1940 as a satellite airfield for RAF West
Raynham. In 1944 the grass runways were upgraded to concrete and
the station was expanded to accommodate its own squadron. RAF units
stationed here included 18 Squadron, 90 Squadron and 169 Squadron.

After the war, the airfield transitioned to agricultural use. The runways
are still visible today.

About the trail
Norfolk Coast:
Brancas ter National
Burnham ~ Landscape. Blakeney
Market Sheringham
Binham s
% a 0 RAF North Creake Holt Felbi
Docking Iumeh
Walsingham
Soutezake 9 (140
e RAF Little SRfiHEN
uuuuuu ble
RAF Sculthorpe e >
B Kenham
m.
Blicklin
3 o RAF Follsham 9 0 RAR %!gﬂn
) (4) Fol@m
MasNanal m Reepham [A140}
North Elmham
RAF Swanton Morley o (o
41065} Beetley Sy e Lenwade
NSy

Castle Acre
n Horsford

In 2023, St. Peter’s Church in Haveringland was designated as the
Memorial Church to RAF 100 (Bomber Support) Group in a Service
led by the Bishop of Norwich. In the church, there is a Memorial
plaque to those who served in 100 Group. There is also a Roll of
Honour, listing the names of those from the 100 Group who gave the
final sacrifice in the defence of the country.

This trail has been designed to start and end at St. Peter’s Church in
Haveringland, which is the memorial church of the RAF 100 Group. If
you follow this route, it is about 80 miles long.

Of course, you can easily devise your own route. There is an online
map showing all points of interest.

Parking is available at each of the churches, although this may be on
grass. All churches are accessible. Some are on sloping sites.
Churchyards often have grass paths. Very few churches have any
other facilities.

For full details about the churches and nearby villages, please see our
website, where you will also find information about the airfields, their
personnel and any memorials.
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With thanks to Janine Harrington, Mike Hillier

and Lorna Wilson for their contributions.

RAF Swanton Morley

Located a short distance from the village, RAF Swanton Morley
played a significant role during World War Two. Planned as a new
station under the RAF expansion scheme, it was not completed
before the war began. Initially part of 2 Group of RAF Bomber
Command, it was later handed over to the 100 Group, responsible
for countering German defences against British strategic bombing.

Notably, on 4™ July 1942, American and British airmen took off from
this station for the first combined bombing raid of the war.

Until recently the airfield has been home to the 1st Queen’s Dragoon
Guards. The future of the site is uncertain..

RAF North Creake

Originally a decoy site for RAF Docking, construction of this Class A
airfield began in 1942. Operational under the 100 Group from
December 1943, the primary mission of RAF North Creake was
Radio Counter Measures activities. 17 aircraft were lost from this
airfield during operations.

Post-war, it served as a storage and scrapping site for aircraft.
Today it is used for agricultural storage. The Control Tower has
been totally restored and now offers “Bed and Breakfast”.

Alternative routes

The suggested trail starts in Haveringland, the Memorial Church of the
RAF 100 Group. Here are two shorter routes which each visit 5
churches. Both starting points have medium sized, surfaced car parks.

Of course you can easily devise your own routes, starting from any of
the churches, using the online map.

Several villages have local walks which you might like to explore. Find
out more about these on the trail website.

Route 1 - South leg

Route 2 - North leg

Return route starting in
Haveringland.

Return route starting in

Little Snoring.

Approximately 33 miles; Approximately 35 miles;

estimated 3 hours cycling estimated 3 hours cycling.

Little Snoring, North Creake,
Sculthorpe, Great Massing-
ham, East Raynham.

Haveringland, Bylaugh,
Swanton Morley,

Foulsham, Oulton.
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Map data ©2025 Google
Photos: Public domain via CCO licence and Lorna Wilson

All details correct at time of publication.

RAF 100 Group
Airfields in Norfolk

RAF Foulsham

Operational from June 1942, RAF Foulsham served under 2 Group
RAF Bomber Command. Notably, Foulsham was equipped with the
FIDO fog dispersal system, which aided returning aircraft to land
safely in fog and poor visibility. Emergency landings were common,
including the legendary return of the USAAF Boeing B-17 Flying
Fortress “Ruthie II”, piloted by co-pilot John C. Morgan, who
received the Medal of Honor for this feat.

In 1944 the station became home to 192 Squadron RAF which was
part of the 100 Group. Royal Australian Air Force 462 Squadron
was also based here.

RAF Oulton

Originally, with its grass runways, the airfield was a satellite airfield
for nearby RAF Horsham St. Faith, then RAF Swanton Morley. In
September 1943, RAF Oulton was transformed into a heavy bomber
base with concrete runways, taxiways, and parking areas. The
airfield was transferred to the 100 Group in April 1944. Short Stirling
[Il, Boeing Flying Fortress, Vickers Wellington and Liberators all flew
from here.

Flying operations ceased in July 1945, and the site was then used
by RAF Maintenance Command to store de Havilland Mosquitos
until November 1947.

The RAF 100 (Bomber Support) Group

A specialised unit within RAF Bomber Command, the RAF 100
__ : __ Group was formed on the 11"

- . “ | November 1943. Its mission was to

"' consolidate the complex field of

electronic warfare and

countermeasures into one single

organization.

Operating primarily from airfields in
Norfolk, England, the group played a
crucial role in countering the formidable force of radar-equipped
Luftwaffe night fighters.

Using a range of electronic devices fitted to de Havilland
Mosquito fighters, the 100 Group detected enemy radar and
radio emissions. These “homing” Mosquitoes allowed RAF
fighters to disrupt Axis aircraft missions against bomber streams.
The constant harassment led to a high proportion of Luftwaffe
aircraft and aircrew wastage. Between 1944 and 1945, the
group’s Mosquitos claimed 258 Luftwaffe aircraft shot down while
suffering 70 losses themselves.

The group also utilised various electronic jamming devices to
disrupt German radio communications and radar. These efforts
significantly impacted the morale and confidence of Luftwaffe
crews, creating what they called “Moskito Panik.”

The innovative tactics of the 100 Group played a vital role in
supporting the bomber offensive during the war.
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This trail has been made possible by private donations
and has been developed in partnership with and supported by
The RAF 100 Group Association and
The City of Norwich Aviation Museum.

RAF Sculthorpe

RAF 100 Group missions began from here in April 1944. Home to 214
Squadron, with their Stirling aircraft, and the USAF 803" Bomb
Squadron, with B-17 Flying Fortresses, both types of aircraft were fitted
with Radio Counter Measures (RCM) equipment. Both squadrons were
soon posted to RAF Oulton.

RAF Sculthorpe was used as a military standby airfield until 1985. In
1967 the USAF took over the airfield again with its B29 and B50
Bombers. It closed in 1992 although is still used by STANTA.

RAF Little Snoring

This station played a significant role during World War Two. It opened in
July 1943 as a satellite and dispersal base for RAF Foulsham. Shortly
after becoming operational, it gained full status under 3 Group RAF
Bomber Command. Units stationed here included 23 Squadron, 115
Squadron, 141 Squadron, 169 Squadron and 515 Squadron.

After the war, it served as an anti-aircraft co-operation unit base before
closing in 1958. Today, Little Snoring Airfield offers facilities for general
aviation and aircraft manufacturing.

RAF Swannington

This airfield opened in April 1944 and was developed from the
Haveringland Hall estate. Also known as Haveringland Airfield, it hosted
two RAF squadrons: 85 Squadron and 157 Squadron. These squadrons
flew de Havilland Mosquitos and supported bombing operations as part
of RAF Bomber Command. RAF Swannington was also the
headquarters for the 274 Maintenance Unit, which serviced mothballed
Mosquitos and Rolls-Royce Merlin engines.

In 1947 the airfield closed and returned to agricultural use. Today the
concrete runways and buildings can still be seen, nestled within the
Norfolk landscape..

RAF 100 (Bomber Support) Group Trail

This trail is dedicated to the contribution made by the personnel of the
RAF 100 Group to World War Two and also to the importance of local
villages and churches to those who served with the group.

‘‘‘‘‘

The route visits the parish churches in Norfolk which are associated
with the RAF 100 Group airfields.

There are brief details about each of the churches and airfields here.
For more information please visit our website.

RAF100groupchurches.wordpress.com



https://raf100groupchurches.wordpress.com/

